Dataset: 1888 Consumer Expenditure Survey

Notes:

1. Total individual income is used for labor earnings.  Income is separated into Husband income, Wife income, Child income.  

Income is not separated out into labor and non-labor income.
2. Other family income is assigned to the husband.

3. Income from boarders is assigned to the wife.

4. Child income is divided evenly between the eldest children who are working.

5. Consumption expenditure = Food + Nonfood – Medical.  Education spending is not separately available.

6. Inspection of the data suggests that the value 9999.99 is some form of missing. I therefore replace this value with missing. 

7. One elderly person reports an income of over $600 at age 84. This individual is dropped.
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Source: Consumer Expenditure Survey. Consumption excludes medical spending.

Mean Age of Labor Earnings - 33.7 Mean Age of Consumption - 24.3

United States - 1888

Labor Earnings and Consumption by Age


Dataset: 1917 Consumer Expenditure Survey

Notes:

8. Wages (wage rate I believe) and earnings are both available for each household member. I am currently using earnings. Total household income is also available so I sum the earnings of each member of the household and I assign the difference between the total of individual earnings and household income to the husband.

9. Consumption expenditure = Total Expenditure.  No information for education and health is available. 
10. These data are very well-behaved. No judgment calls really.
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Source: Consumer Expenditure Survey. Consumption excludes medical and education spending.

Mean Age of Labor Earnings - 33.8 Mean Age of Consumption - 23.3

United States - 1917

Labor Earnings and Consumption by Age


Dataset: 1935 Consumer Expenditure Survey

Notes:

11. Total employment income is used.  Inspection of the data suggests that the value 9999.99 is some form of missing. I therefore replace this value with missing.
12.  Pension, interest, and profits are assigned to the husband.  Income from boarders and homemade sales are assigned to the wife.
a. Income from boarders is assigned to the wife.

13. The spike in income for the very old appears to just be a feature of the data.

14. Consumption

a. Rural Sample: Consumption expenditure = Expenses_Total – Education - Medical. 

b. Urban Sample: Consumption expenditure = rent + cost of own home + food + clothing + furnishings + auto expenditure (running cost of car) + recreation + fuel.
15. Age=99.99 for slots in the family that are unfilled.  These “people” are dropped.
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Source: Consumer Expenditure Survey. Consumption excludes medical and education spending.

Mean Age of Labor Earnings - 41.2 Mean Age of Consumption - 30.3

United States - 1935

Labor Earnings and Consumption by Age


Dataset: 1960 Consumer Expenditure Survey

Notes:

16. The data contain:
a. The age of the head of household.

b. The number of members under 18.  Each of these young household members is assigned some random age uniformly distributed between zero and 18.

c. The number of members over 65.  Each of these elderly household members is assigned some random age uniformly distributed between 65 and 80.

17.  I infer marital status from the family structure variable and then assign an age to the secondary member of the household (wife in most cases) 3 years less than the head’s age.  

18. Total income is assigned solely to the head of household.
19. Consumption expenditure = Current consumption – Education – Medical.

[image: image4.emf]0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

5,000

Frequency

0

1,000

2,000

3,000

4,000

$

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90

Labor Income Consumption Frequency

Source: Consumer Expenditure Survey. Consumption excludes medical and education spending.

Mean Age of Labor Earnings - 41.5 Mean Age of Consumption - 32.9

United States - 1960

Labor Earnings and Consumption by Age


