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Costa Rica: intergenerational transfers under rapidly changing demographic conditions

Luis Rosero Bixby

Focus: How the intergenerational transfer system in Costa Rica relates to the exceptional level of social development in this middle-income country.  How this intergenerational transfer system relates to the rapid demographic change under way in Costa Rica.

1. Background on Costa Rica 

a. Economic development

b. Social development, the role of government

i. Social development indicators

ii. Public education

iii. Public health

iv. Pensions’ system

v. Other welfare programs

c. Demographic change

d. Family and the elderly

i. The changing family composition

ii. Elder co-residence and familial support for the elderly

2. Data and methods

a. The income and expenditure surveys

b. Other data sources

c. Some assumptions to estimate age profiles 

3. Presentation of basic age profile of consumption and labor income, decomposed

a. Chart showing consumption by type of expenditure

i. Private health, education, other

ii. In-kind public health care, education

b. Chart showing labor income by wages, self-employment income and fringe benefits

c. Chart showing the life cycle deficit and its components

i. familial transfers other than bequests

ii. bequests

iii. asset-based reallocations

iv. public transfers

d. Discussion of any notable or distinctive features of these age profiles

4. The generous public transfers to older generations

5. Conclusions

